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Abstract

This paper deals with the Air Traffic Management (ATM) situation in the South East Europe (SEE)
countries. The current status indicates that the SEE air space users require increased capacity, higher
flexibility and improved cost efficiency. On the other hand, some of these countries were in a war
situation a few years ago, and now they are seeking a regional cooperation to ensure regional stability and
prosperity towards their integration to the European Union.

The paper starts with a description of the cooperation schemes, already in operation in the area. Then the
attempt to converge the ATM of the region towards the EU Single European Sky is investigated. The
FABA (Functional Airspace Block Approach), a European Union (EU) initiative, applied in the SEE is
presented in detail.

In the continuation, the paper reports on the definition phase of the SEE FABA initiative, which is to
provide a well founded basis for the reorganisation of the SEE air space into FAB’s.

It is concluded that the FAB solution stemming from the EU Single European Sky policy is feasible,
highly beneficial and necessary for the SEE region development.
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1. Current situation and challenges

Air Traffic forecasts indicate that the SEE (South East European) region, as elsewhere
in Europe, does face a continued challenge in meeting the needs of the airspace users
and the Air Navigation Service Providers (ANSPs) in the mid-to long term, unless
fundamental changes are implemented in the fragmented airspaces and ATM (Air
Traffic Management).

The airspace users require increased capacity, higher flexibility and improved cost
efficiency which can only be achieved by a more integrated regional ATM system (see
EUROCONTROL SES, Regulatory Framework, 2004).

Consequently, the SEE States should use a coherent approach in their plans, within
the context of the overall development of European airspace, for developing the future
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